
APPENDIX E 

ARTICLE 4 DIRECTIONS 

A1.1 Certain works that would normally require planning permission are permitted 
by the General Permitted Development Order (GPDO).  This is primarily 
because the works are of a scale or type that is generally not likely to have an 
unacceptable impact. The GPDO 1995 is the principal order although it has 
been subject to a number of subsequent amendments. The Order sets out 
classes of development for which a grant of planning permission is 
automatically given.  
 

A1.2 A local planning authority (LPA) can restrict the permitted development rights 
of property owners to carry out certain categories of development through the 
making of an Article 4 Direction.  These directions can be made to cover one 
or more properties and they can restrict one or more classes of permitted 
development.  The effect of an Article 4 Direction is not that development 
within the particular category of permitted development cannot be carried out, 
but simply that it is no longer automatically permitted by Article 3 of the GDO 
and must instead be subject to a specific planning application. This does not 
necessarily mean that the local planning authority will refuse permission but it 
does enable the authority to retain some control over the design and detailing 
of the proposed development and to grant permission subject to appropriate 
conditions. 

 
A1.3 Many of the small scale permitted development works such as the 

replacement of traditional timber or metal windows with plastic in modern 
styles or natural roofing materials such as slates and clay tiles with concrete 
can significantly harm the character and appearance of a conservation area.  
Therefore, Article 4 Directions are most commonly used to control these sorts 
of works.  Until 2010, the legislation allowed for a limited range of categories 
to be controlled by an Article 4 (2) Direction under a simplified process which 
avoided the need to seek approval by the Secretary of State.  The range of 
categories of permitted development was specifically chosen to address the 
issue of minor works adversely affecting the character of dwelling houses in 
conservation areas.  The GPDO has been subsequently amended again and 
now virtually all Article 4 Directions can be introduced without reference to the 
Secretary of State so that the Article 4(2) category no longer applies.  
However, Officers are proposing that the Caverswall, Cheddleton, Stanley 
and Upper Tean Article 4 Direction should cover the same categories of 
permitted development that the previous Article 4 (2) procedure covered (see 
below).   
 
Procedures to make an Article 4 Direction 

 
A1.4 In procedural terms there are now two main types of Article 4 Direction: 
 

 Non-immediate directions (permitted development rights are only 
withdrawn upon confirmation of the direction by the local planning authority 
following local consultation); and 
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 Immediate directions (where permitted development rights are withdrawn 
with immediate effect, but must be confirmed by the local planning 
authority following local consultation within six months, or else the 
direction will lapse). 

 
A1.5 In the case of the proposed Article 4 Directions, it is proposed that a non-

immediate direction is used.  Under normal circumstances in a conservation 
area, an immediate direction would be used to avoid inappropriate alterations 
taking place during the consultation period.  However, the extent of the 
Direction cannot be confirmed until the consultation on the appraisals and 
boundaries are approved.   It is considered that the risk of inappropriate 
alterations will be low.   The general process for making an Article 4 Direction 
is set out in Annex A of Appendix D of Circular 9/95 and is summarised below. 

 
Consultation / Notification 

 
A1.6 When intending to make an Article 4 Direction, a Council as LPA, must give 

notice locally and nationally.  Local notification requires the following 
measures: 

 

 Local advertisement (e.g. in a local newspaper); 

 Site notice at no fewer than 2 locations within the area to which the 
Direction relates for not less than 6 weeks.  

 Individually on every owner and occupier of every part of the land within 
the area to which the Direction relates.  Annex A of Appendix D of Circular 
9/95 does however advise that this requirement would not apply if it is 
impracticable because it is difficult to identify / locate them or the number 
of owners or occupiers would make individual service impracticable. This 
would certainly be the case with the number of properties involved in the 
proposed Direction in Conservation Areas.  However, it is proposed to 
circulate consultation information to all properties about the various 
measures that the Council is undertaking to improve the protection of the 
historic environment and positive reasons why the Council is doing this.  In 
this way, all occupiers of properties will be notified and consulted.  

 Notification to Staffordshire County Council.   
 
A1.7 National notification is to the Secretary of State and must take place on the 

same day the notice of an Article 4 Direction is first published / displayed 
locally.  

. 
Confirmation of the Direction 

 
A1.8 All representations received during consultation must be taken into account 

before the direction is confirmed. This would need a separate Cabinet report.  
Also, any material changes to the Direction resulting from the consultation 
require re-consultation.  A non-immediate Direction comes into force on the 
date specified in the original notice by the LPA. Taking into account the 
representations received during the consultation may require that the 
Direction comes into force later than originally specified.  Once confirmed, 
Directions are permanent unless cancelled by the LPA. 



 
Compensation 

 
A1.9 Local planning authorities may be liable to pay compensation to those whose 

permitted development rights have been withdrawn if they: 
 

 Reuse planning permission for development which would have been 
permitted development if it were note for the Article 4 Direction; or 

 Grant planning permission subject to more limiting conditions than the 
GPDO would normally allow, as a result of an Article 4 Direction being in 
place 

 
A1.10 Compensation may be claimed for abortive expenditure or other loss or 

damage directly attributable to the withdrawal of permitted development 
rights.  By having a non-immediate direction, existing orders placed with 
contractors will be given time to be honoured.   The research referred to in the 
report found that no compensation claims had been made to local authorities 
as a result of the Article 4 Direction and none have been made in relation to 
the Leek Article 4 Direction. 

 
A1.11 Where 12 months’ notice is given in advance of a direction taking effect there 

will be no liability to pay compensation.  Where Directions are made with 
immediate effect or less than 12 months’ notice, compensation will only be 
payable in relation to planning applications which are submitted within 12 
months of the effective date of the direction and which are subsequently 
refused or where permission is granted subject to conditions. 

 
Proposed categories of development to be affected by the Article 4 
Direction 

 
A1.12 it is proposed that the Article 4 Direction should be introduced throughout 

Caverswall, Cheddleton, Stanley and Upper Tean Conservation Areas with 
the effect of requiring a planning application for the following classes of 
development.  The effect of this will be to require a planning application to be 
submitted for the following classes of development: 

 

Part 1- Development within the curtilage of a dwelling house 

Class A 
The enlargement, improvement and other alteration of a dwelling 

houses* 

Class C Any addition or alteration to its roof* 

Class D The construction of a porch* 

Class E 
The provision within its curtilage of a building, enclosure or swimming 

pool* 

Class G Installation, alteration or replacement of a chimney on a dwelling house  



Class F The provision of a hard surface* 

Class H The installation of a microwave antennae* 

 

Part 2 – Minor operations 

Class A 

The erection, construction, maintenance, improvement or alteration of a 

gate, fence, wall or other means of enclosure within the curtilage of a 

dwelling house* 

Class C 
The painting of the exterior of any part of a dwelling house or of a 

building or enclosure within the curtilage of a dwelling house* 

 

Part 31 - Demolition 

Class B 
The demolition of all or part of a gate, fence, wall or other means of 
enclosure within the curtilage of a dwelling house  

 
*On elevations that front onto highways, public foorpaths, waterways or open 

spaces only 
  
 
 


